Series Title: Real Worship
Title: The Up Side of Worship: Praise
Text: Isaiah 6:1-4
Date: March 20, 2011
Location: Christ Community EFC

What comes to mind when you think about God? 

In his book “Knowledge of the Holy” A.W. Tozer wrote, “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” 

Let me repeat that: “What comes to your mind when you thing about God is the most important thing about us.” This defines us as humans!

•about 5% of Americans are atheists. According to most studies some 92-94% of Americans believe in God or some higher spiritual power.

•16% of Americans believe in a critical God who does not really interact with the world but is not really happy with the current state of the world and will exact divine judgment.

•23% believe in a benevolent God, a God of goodwill, who is involved in daily life and world events, but is mainly a positive force less willing to punish.

•24% of Americans believe in a distant God who does not interact with the world and is not angry. God is more a cosmic force that set the laws of nature in motion.

•31% believe in an authoritarian God who is deeply involved in daily life and world events. God also is angry and can punish the unfaithful or ungodly.

While most Americans believe in a God they are foggy on facts about faiths.
The new U.S. Religious Knowledge Survey, released last September by the Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, finds that although 86% of us believe in God or a higher power, we don’t know our own traditions or those of neighbors across the street or across the globe.

Key findings:

•Doctrines don’t grab us. Only 55% of Catholic respondents knew the core teaching that the bread and wine in the Mass become the body and blood of Christ, and are not merely symbols. 

Just 19% of Protestants knew the basic tenet that salvation is through faith alone, not actions as well.

•Basic Bible eludes us. Just 55% of all respondents knew the Golden Rule isn’t one of the Ten Commandments and only 45% could name all four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John).

Our concept of God and the value we place on God is changing. 

That is exactly where we find the prophet Isaiah. He saw the same crisis happening during his lifetime. 

In fact, already in first chapters of Isaiah the prophet made three observations that parallel today.

1. The concept of God was diminishing in the national conscience [define].

2. God’s people had loss their worship, wonder and awe of God. Worship was reduced to mere ritual.

3. The national moral conscience declines in response to a diminished understanding of God.  [calling sin good and good sin]
In response, he writes to call a nation back to God by calling God’s people back to a high view of God. 

Our thesis is simple: We will deeply worship when we begin to see God as He is.

Most commentators consider this text the record of Isaiah’s call to ministry. 

But it is more than just a calling – it is a vision of God. 

Isaiah was like the men in a dungeon during the middle ages. 

Their cell had a narrow opening at the top of the room. So they formed a human ladder while one man looked outside. Once down, they asked him, “What did you see in the light?”

Isaiah had a unique vision of God. 

Here he tells us what he saw while he was in the light. 

Hopefully, what we see in this passage will help us to worship and see God as He is. 

This is not an explanation of how to worship, but a declaration of why we should praise and worship our Lord and God!

So, what did he see in the light, in his vision, that would prompt us to worship the Lord?

Turn with me to Isaiah 6:1-4, as we look at Isaiah’s vision: 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 

3 And they were calling to one another: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

The first thing we need to notice here is that we should be moved to because of:
I. God’s gracious self-revelation: He showed Himself to Isaiah!

God reveals Himself to Isaiah and to us because He desires to have a relationship with us. 

“I saw the Lord” – 6:1.

When we say “self-revelation” we mean His disclosure of Himself. 

God’s self-disclosure is all about relationship. God wants us to know him, not just know about Him. 

But to truly know Him we must know him as he reveals Himself to us.

Isaiah’s experience reminds us that:

A. It is God who initiated a relationship with us. 

Isaiah did not initiate this vision – God did. God sought out Isaiah. 

But why?! 

Simply put, God desires a relationship with us. 

He has revealed Himself to us in three ways.

1. By His handiwork-creation [general revelation] He show us Himself in nature, the created order and world around us.

Romans 1:19-20 “…What can be known of God…God has shown it to them. From the creation of the world, His invisible attitudes, that is His eternal power and divine nature.”

This knowledge of God through nature is open and available to anyone who will seek Him and open their eyes to His creation.

2. His Word [special revelation] He shows Himself through His written Word, the Bible.

The Scriptures teach of specific things about God such as His names, characteristics, mercy, and purposes. 

This knowledge was given to foster a proper relationship to God.

3. His Son [self-revelation] 

In John 14:9, Jesus said, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” 

Later Paul added that Jesus is the “image of the invisible God”. 

But the question is this: Who initiated the coming of the Son of God? 

It was God the Father.

God initiates a relationship with us in revealing Himself through creation, Scriptures and His Son:
Isaiah shows us that:
B. God invites us to a relationship with Him. 

This text indicates that God extended an invitation to Isaiah to follow and serve Him. 

Isaiah 6:8 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Think of the great honor that God bestows on humans that He invites us to know Him.

So God initiates and invites us into an ever deepening relationship, a relationship that is founded in His love.

Isaiah goes on to show us that:
C. God illustrates His love by His self-disclosure.

We only know what we know about God because He wanted us to know. And what does He want us to know? He wants us to know that He loves us.

One author illustrated as follows. 

“Let’s suppose an artist sent you a picture of himself that he had painted. 

The picture would tell you something about him, give you a glimpse of his knowledge and ability. 

However, if he sent you a long descriptive letter explaining his innermost thoughts and feelings, you would begin to feel you really knew him. 

And finally, if he decided to send to you his son who possessed the same features as he and was like him in ability and character, this would reveal the father to you much better. 

“The only begotten son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).” 

God’s gracious self-revelation, His desires to have a relationship with us, should moves us to worship.

The bottom lines here folks is creation, the Bible, and God’s love through His Son must move your spirit to worship!

And we should me moved to worship because of:
II. God’s great sovereignty: He deserves our adoration and praise. 

Isaiah 6:1-3 
What did Isaiah see? He saw “…the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

God is seen “sitting on a throne”.

“God’s people need to rediscover the wonder of God.” Warren Wiersbe noted, in Real Worship. “The church today is imperiled [endangered] by what it thinks it understands.” 

To say it bluntly, our understanding of God has diminished in the face of competing interests. 

God doesn’t fit into a box, Sunday from 11-noon.

A recovery of worship will only occur when we see Him as “high and lifted up.” 

Notice the attributes of God that Isaiah saw while he was in the light.

A. His “throne”: Reminding us that God is all powerful.

Maybe we should ask the question, “This is the throne of what?” 

It is, of course, the throne of all of creation. The throne also reminds of authority and power. But does God sit on the throne of your heart?

B. His “train filled”: Reminding us that God is immense.

How big is God? Just consider the size of the universe. When we say that God is everywhere we mean that God is at all places at all times. 

God is at the same time immense and He is personal.

C. His testimony: Reminding us that God is “holy.”

We should be moved to worship because of God’s gracious self-revelation and because of is great sovereignty, because He IS Lord, He deserves our adoration and praise. 

Finally we are moved to worship and praise because of:
III. God’s glorious splendor: He displays His immutable [unchanging] nature - 6:2-4.

The contrast in verse 6:1 is stark. “King Uzziah” died, but “God” is “sitting on a high and lofty throne.” 

People and circumstances change, but God does not. 

What is God’s crowning attribute? It is simple: He is always the same. 
He never changes. His care His love, never changes His love for you is steadfast!

We need to understand two words that relate to God’s unchanging nature.

A. Idolatry: To make God other than He is.

We can commit idolatry in two ways: [1] By worshipping false idols [the wrong objects] and [2] by embracing false imaginations about God [wrong conceptions of God].

Worshiping false idols we get that. Money, fame, self, power all those things we put before God.

But must deal with the more dangerous form of idolatry and that has to deal with our concept of God. 

We must resist the temptation to imagine God in our image, God of our preference. 

[Rob Bell-universalist]

Most will remember the story of the “golden calf” that the Israelites worshipped after God gave Moses the Ten Commandments.  

What most people miss in the story is the name given to the image.  

They called the “golden calf”, Jehovah [see Exodus 32:3-4]. 

Twice Aaron said, “This is your god.” And he added, “Tomorrow we will worship the Lord” as he referred to the golden calf as God. 

He didn’t mean it was a new god, but a representation of the God they followed. 
This, of course, was a violation of the second commandment. 

If God never changes, and He doesn’t, then we must not remake Him other than He has revealed Himself. We can’t make our own golden calves. He is holy just longsuffering, righteous …

B. Immutable: God’s never changes.

Due to our unredeemed nature at birth, we need the capacity to change. 

It is, in fact, a gift from God that we can change. But it would be a nightmare for us if God would change. 

We should remember two great truths associated with God’s immutable character.

1. His nature never changes. 

It has been said that God never acts out of character. He never differs from Himself. 

As Tozer observed, “God cannot change for better. He is never less holy or more holy.”

2. His attitude toward us never changes. 

There are occasions when we question if God’s love has diminished – especially when we have offended God.  

We think He responds to our failures in the same manner that we respond to others who disappoint us. 

Yes, sin has consequences. But we cannot alter His character by our behavior. 

This is the glorious part – God doesn’t view you any different than He did at any other time.

Consider the cross. If you have ever doubted the love of God for you, then remember the cross. 

Has it ever occurred to you that since God cannot change, He loves you just the same today as He did at the cross? 

As one writer observed, “He cannot be false to His own blessed nature.”

Conclusion: 

I started this series on worship because I am concerned for you, for me, for our church and our nation.

It hurts to know that our concept and knowledge of God, our faith is changing and we no longer see God for who He is.

If we did our worship would not be dull, irrelevant. 

If we saw God for who He is embraced the relationship and love He offers us our worship would be real, passionate, and unstoppable!

God moves us to worship!

He hasn’t changed and He loves us. And when we see Him as He is, in his splendor and as our sovereign King we will worship!
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